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Learning Objectives

ÅParticipants will be able to understand how 

states can make targeted investments in 

childrenôs mental health to promote SBMH. 

ÅParticipants will learn strategies for integrating 

mental health promotion across systems. 

ÅParticipants will be able to identify three ways 

that state agencies can promote SBMH 

through programs and policies. 
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History of System of Care in Georgia 
(SBMH initiatives)

2010
Interagency 

Directors Team 
(IDT) is founded 

from KidsNet
Georgia

2013
DBHDD receives SAMHSA 

SOC Expansion and 
Implementation Grant  to 
create sustainability SOC 

infrastructure and 
designates IDT as the 
ƎǊŀƴǘΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ ōƻŘȅ

2014
DOE receives 

Project 
AWARE grant, 
DPH receives 

Project 
LAUNCH grant

2015
Multiple legislative study 

committees take on 
behavioral health, school 

based health and 
substance use disorder

DBHDD pilots the Georgia 
Apex Project

2017
IDT creates updated 

3-year SOC state 
plan

2011
DBHDD creates 
updated 5-year 
state SOC state 

plan to guide IDT

2018
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ 5ŜŀƭΩǎ 
Commission on 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜƴǘŀƭ 
Health supports 

expansion of SBMH 
services 

2019
Governor Kemp 
further supports 
SBMH services in 

public high schools 
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System of Care in Georgia

SOC is a spectrum of effective, 
community-based services and 
supportsfor children and youth with or 
at risk for mental health or other 
challenges and their families, that is 
organized into a coordinated network, 
builds meaningful partnerships with 
families and youth, and addresses their 
cultural and linguistic needs, in order 
to help them to function better at 
home, in school, in the community and 
throughout life. (Strouland Friedman 
2011)
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Improving Childrenôs Mental Health

5
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Project AWARE and the Georgia APEX 
Program

ÅProject AWARE  (Advancing Wellness and Resilience Education) is a five-

year SAMHSA grant for $10.2 million

ÅThe IDT serves as the oversight body for the grant

ÅAddressing childrenôs behavioral health in schools in 3 counties (e.g., 

Youth Mental Health First Aid, Mental Health Referral Processes, 

Universal Mental Health Screening)

ÅThe Georgia Apex Program (administered through DBHDD) provides 

mental health services in schools

ÅPresent in 87 counties (55%) and 101 school districts (56%) 

throughout the state

ÅProvided mental health services in schools to over 120,000 

students since its inception in 2015
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Five Years of Growth and 
Collaboration

ÅYouth Mental Health First Aid (YMHFA) Training

ÅMental Health Referral Process

ÅUniversal Mental Health Screening

ÅPBIS framework-Interconnected Systems 

Framework

ÅResilient Georgia 501 (c) 3
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Governor Dealôs Commission on 
Childrenôs Mental Health

ÅThe commission was charged with reviewing programs 
and identifying areas for investment by the state to 
make improvements to the childrenôs mental health 
system. 

ÅThe recommendations resulted in $22 million of 
additional funding allocated to childrenôs mental health 
treatment and prevention programs. 

ÅIncreasing access to behavioral health services for 
Georgiaôs school-aged children by sustaining and 
expanding the Georgia Apex Program for school-based 
mental health.
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Governor Kempôs Support
Connection to school safety committee and 

announcement of expanded high school funds

Georgia leaders addressing mental healthôs 
role in student failure

https://www.ajc.com/news/local-education/georgia-leaders-addressing-mental-health-
role-student-failure/1qn5HuhhrgXCxUUP



Educating Georgia's Future by graduating students who are ready to learn, ready to live, and ready to lead.11

Regional Education Service 
Agency (RESA) Funds

$1.6 million

Provide funds for studentsô mental health 
awareness training

Promote student awareness of the crisis access line 
mobile application, funded in the Department of 
Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities, 
through the Positive Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports (PBIS) program and mental health 
awareness training
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Wins for 
Georgia

Å$1.6 million added to state FY2019 budget for 

student mental health awareness training

Å$1 million to help schools create wraparound 

specialists for the students

ÅUniversal mental health screening support to 

more districts

ÅSchool Climate Transformation Grant Sept. 

2018

ÅOffice of School Safety and Climate (May 

2019) formed.
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SBMH Policy & Practice

PracticePolicy
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Smooth Sailing Ahead
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